The fifth edition of this excellent monograph, first written by Sir Robert Macintosh in 1951, continues in the tradition of a craftsman's approach to spinal anesthesia. The 317 pages of text are divided into 16 chapters. The first six are concerned with the basics of History, Anatomy, CSF, Pharmacology and Equipment. The remaining 10 are devoted to the clinical aspects of intrathecal and extradural techniques, including applications to diagnostic procedures and to the management of acute and chronic pain with intraspinal narcotics. The text is concise and authoritative and embellished with unique asides from authors who are long in memory and experience of the art they espouse. The line-drawings have captured the clarity and simple visual appeal familiar to readers of the earlier editions that were illustrated by Helen McLarty, and the reader will find all, or almost all that he needs to know about spinal anesthesia. Here and there brief passages may raise the medicolegal eyebrows of North Americans. For example on page 270,0.75% bupivacaine is acknowledged, albeit somewhat grudgingly, as an acceptable agent for epidural block in cesarean section, whereas more than a year has passed since it was proscribed as excessively dangerous for that purpose in the U.S.A. Elsewhere, credence is given to the idea that intrathecal epinephrine may compromise spinal cord blood flow, although existing laboratory evidence does not support that contention.
The authors have deliberately avoided discussion of high spinal punctures, and this is a pity because anesthesiologists can contribute much to the diagnosis and management of intractable pain involving the thoracic and cervical segments. However, the title of the book is expressly designated as 'Lumbar Puncture..
. .' and so one cannot cavil at this self-imposed limitation. Nevertheless, perhaps the authors may consider filling this gap when they write their next edition.
These are minor criticisms in an otherwise excellent work, and anyone using lumbar puncture will benefit by having this book close at hand. It is a 'must' for trainees in anesthesia. The price is very reasonable at approximately $32.00 and the size is just right to fit into the pocket of a ward-coat for handy reference. 
